The Ridge War

A quiet community challenges a landowner in Upstate New York

By Manuela Hoelterhaoff

Typical of
Shawangunk
Ridge are
the white-

quartz cliffsat
Awosting Falls.

ﬂ [WHAT FOINT D0 THE BRIGHTS
of 1 community previil over the devel-
_rll apmernt |"|!'1'|'|'|ﬁ of a landowner?! rli'li'.l.:
al course, is an ssue conlronting many 10owns,
including one i New York, i state once heavi-
lv sprinkled with apple orchards and dairy
farms. But in the raral enclave of Gardiner,
some H0 miles north of New York City. in
Ulster County: there’s far more
at stake: the Awosting Reserve,
part of the Shawangunk Ridge
{fondly called the Gunksh
wheose soaning cliffs and spec-
tucular views have landed it
on e Nature Conservancy's
list of the Last Great Places,
Huwks swird in s alr currents
above hikers, bikers, and cspe-
cinlly rock chimbers, for whom this is heaven,
Vst portions of this beautiful area hive al-
ready heen preserved for fulure generations
with the 1987 creation of the 2 4000-acre Min-
newaska State Park (established after local op-
position sank a proposed Marmot canference
center) and tie S:600 acres of the funky old
1268 Mohonk Mountain House resart and
the adjacent Mohonk Preserve
Last December, the developers Chatlin

Parts of the
area would be
left untouched.

Butall of it
could be saved

Light produced & plan to build a gated enclave
af 349 faney vacation homes on the 2,700-
acre Awasting Reserve, o property assembled
by owner John Bradiey, a New York Clity at-
tormey. One of the area’s few small lakes may
yet become the water hazard of 4 sall course,
With his project. this self-styled conservation-
ist und litigious land baron
cesslully chareed this mild-
mannéered middie-aged hiker
wilh criminal behavior  has

enraged even lucky locals who,

wlhio onee unsic-

unlike myself, have never en-
countered himswinging a trun-
cheon or pursuing hikers onhig
golf cart.

Parts of the area would he
lefl untouched (s cluster
housing approach is increasingly used by
canny developers who lease bunches ol trges
and hubbling hrooks as proal of their envi-
sensitivity), But all of it could be
Atably, substantial offers by con-

ronmental
gaved. Haepn

servationist groups to buy the Jand have been

rejected, S0 Now COMEs i review process ol

great cosl and complexity that will busy
tawvers untl the snows melt many times (for

more informuation, sec sivetheridge.com)
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