The

Cragsmoor

Association, Inc.
Box 315, Cragsmoor, NY 12420
January 31, 2003

Jack Hayes, Supervisor

Gardiner Town & Planning Board

135 Main Street

Gardiner, NY  12525

Dear Board Members:

I am writing to express our concern about the development proposed for the Awosting Reserve property.  Because of the importance of this ecologically sensitive area, we urge you to insist on a full environmental impact statement for this project.

The Cragsmoor Association was formed in 1978 to buy and protect Bear Hill, a scenic overlook on the Shawangunk ridge, and has actively continued to support the protection of all areas of the ridge.  The proposed development of this 2,700 acre tract is of great concern to our organization as it should be to everyone in the area.  This is a very delicate environment housing many unique and endangered species. The state as represented by the Palisades Interstate Park Commission, the DEC, and the New York State Museum, as well as many other organizations have taken a great deal of interest in protecting this area.  I urge your town planning board to do the same.  

Growth and commercial activities are always important to a town, but so are recreational areas and the preservation of our environment for future generations.  It is of utmost importance that this environmentally important area be maintained, if for no other reason than the economic value derived from the scenic and recreational activities created

because of the Shawangunk Ridge.

Sincerely,

James H. McKenney

President, Cragsmoor Association

CC:
Governor Pataki 

Bernadette Castro

United States, New York State, and Ulster County Legislators

