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  For years, all over New Jersey we thought if we built one more road, one more mall, one more housing development, our problems would be solved. The truth is -- that is the problem. 
There is no single greater threat to our way of life in New Jersey than the unrestrained, uncontrolled development that has jeopardized our water supplies, made our schools more crowded, our roads congested, and our open space disappear.
And the irony is that the very promise that this development would lower our property taxes has turned out to be false. 
In fact, the opposite is true. Runaway development drives up our property taxes, it doesn't lower them. 
We cannot; we must not; we will not let this trend continue. Because if we do, the very appeal that our state has held for decades for aspiring middle class families will evaporate before our eyes.
At the dawn of the last century, President Teddy Roosevelt saw what unchecked logging and development were doing to our national landscape.
He took on the special interests and created a national forest system that preserved our forests from destruction and introduced an ethic of conservation. 
At the dawn of this century, New Jersey faces a similar and even more urgent challenge. 
Will we take on the special interests, and finally end the cycle of unchecked development that is destroying our quality of life?
We must do this right, we must do this smart, we must do this together, and we must do it now. 
We must find the will to stop development that costs more than it saves, takes more than it gives, and that diminishes our lives and degrades our surroundings.
It is time to draw the line and say "no more" to mindless sprawl. 
We must make our government a force for change rather than an instrument that is misused to enable more and more misplaced development. 
No tool is more important to a mayor than the ability to say "no". So I will propose allowing municipalities to impose a one year building moratorium. 
The message should be absolutely clear: If you want to build in over-developed or protected areas we will do everything in our power to stop you. 
However, if you want to build and grow consistent with smart growth, then we will help you get regulatory approvals quickly and make sure the infrastructure is there to support you.
We will have rules and regulations that say "no" to development in all the wrong places and "yes" to development that works for communities.
In addition, we must seize the moment to preserve one of our most precious and largest undeveloped natural areas, the mountainous Highlands of northwest New Jersey. 
The Highlands, which provides one-third of our drinking water, is being consumed by sprawl, and if we fail to act now, the opportunity may be lost forever.
It is the fight that will define and shape the land we leave behind for our children and grandchildren. 
It is the fight that will define who we are, what we stand for, and who we are willing to oppose. 
It's a fight we must win. 

If we do this right, for generations to come, the people of our state will look back to this time and place and say that it is when our leaders stood up for the people and fought for their future. 
They will say that this was the moment when our leaders pursued a shared vision and their shared obligation to stand up for those who dream of a better quality of life and stood up to those who would destroy it. 
If we do this right, we will truly leave this state a better place to live. 
Thank you.   

